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author would, no doubt, deny that this broadening of definition 
involved any inconsistency with earlier historic statements. The 
personal applications of Christian doctrine lie, no doubt, within 
his conception of social redemption. Yet the shifting of emphasis 
is, in itself, not far from a theological revolution. It carries with 
a practically new ideal of life and duty, a new way of Christian 
preaching, and a new thought of missionary duty. The issue of 
this translation of Christian doctrine into the language of social 
ethics gives theology a new right to be the queen of the sciences, and 
it is sure to be invigorating in practical religion. President Hyde's 
book will seem to some readers too compact in form and abrupt in 
expression, as if persuasiveness had been in some degree sacrificed 
to brevity. But the significance of the book in modern theology 
is much beyond its size or its pretensions. It means that many 
thoughtful men within the Christian Church are being led to a 
complete reconstruction of doctrine, and a more generous view of 
the purpose of the Christian religion. Among the first contribu- 
tions to this conception of religious life was Canon Fremantle's 
"The World as the Subject of Redemption." President Hyde's 
book is of the same type, claiming for the Christian life identity 
with all moral progress and summoning the believer from self- 
interested salvation to self-sacrificing service. 

Francis G. Peabody. 
Harvard Divinity School. 
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The Social Contract. By J. J. Rousseau. Translated, with In- 
troduction and Notes, by Henry J. Tozer, M.A. Swan Sonnen- 
schein & Co. Pp. iv., 247. 

Annals of the British Peasantry. By Russell M. Gamier. 
Swan Sonnenschein & Co. Pp. vi., 460. 

Economics and Socialism. By F. .A. Laycock, LL.B. Swan 
Sonnenschein & Co. Pp. ix., 390. 

The Better Administration of the Poor Law. By W. Chance. 
Swan Sonnenschein & Co. Pp. xii., 260. 
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The Socialist State. By Professor E. C. K. Gonner. London : 
Walter Scott & Co. 

Mr. Tozer deserves well of students and of the general reader 
by this edition of the Contrat Social. The " Historical and 
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Critical Introduction" cannot be said to contribute anything of 
itself to the study of its subject, and is lacking in distinction ; but 
it is a conscientious setting out of what others have written. Mr. 
B. Bosanquet contributes a short but felicitous preface. The edi- 
tion supplies a want, and it is to be hoped that it may be widely 
used. 

Mr. Garnier's "Annals of the British Peasantry" was probably 
more interesting to the author to write than it will be to the reader 
to read. He writes from the stand-point of the Christian Social 
Union, but his account of that position as an " effort to subordi- 
nate political action to religious dogma" does not seem particularly 
happy or inviting. The book is conscientious and, wherever Mr. 
Gamier cites from personal experience of peasant life, instructive ; 
but, in spite of the author's enthusiasm, the history is that of an 
ambitious amateur, the generalizations exceedingly loose, and the 
information often incomplete and misleading. 

The point of view of Mr. Laycock's economics is that unre- 
stricted competition, or the full and free play of supply and demand, 
is the one means — the only perfect means — of supplying the needs 
of the race. He claims that this "natural system" has only to be 
tried in its entirety to be justified. His argument, therefore, is 
directed just as much against every form of trade combination, or 
of protection, as against socialism. On the other hand, "compe- 
tition by persons who are not free cannot be called free competi- 
tion," — a point which seems to require development. Mr. Lay- 
cock's own programme may be summarized as a charge for coinage 
and a single-tax on ground values ; for the rest, complete laissez 
faire. He writes with a na'ive and buoyant dogmatism that is 
almost contagious; and he is satisfied that he has arrived at a 
demonstration of the cause and cure of trade depressions and 
national poverty. A curious book, certainly not "dismal," but 
mainly, perhaps, because it is not "science." His remark that 
" the community of goods which passes by the name of Socialism 
finds its chief economist in Marx" is typical of his apparatus criticus. 

Mr. Chance advocates restriction of out-door relief, with a view 
to its virtual abolition, — a position which he supports with a good 
deal of expert evidence. His book should be most useful to 
Guardians, and contains matter of interest and instruction to all 
good citizens. 

Mr. Boyden advocates concurrent experiments initiated and car- 
ried out by the various local authorities, but under the general 
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supervision of some central body which would collate and publish 
results. There is so much useful and sensible matter in Mr. Boy- 
den's essay, that it is a pity it was not submitted to some kind of 
orthographical revision. 

The general reader who wishes to understand modern socialism 
" as in itself it really is," will derive considerable help from Mr. 
Gonner's modest but workmanlike essay. His discussion of the 
socialistic outlook, although necessarily sketchy, is eminently 
reasonable and impartial. But his assumption that socialism 
logically involves the guarantee of employment certainly requires 
justification, and I doubt if he has fairly faced the difficulties of 
"distribution" in a socialist state. Mr. Gonner's book shows, 
perhaps, as much as anything else that there are many departments 
of socialism in which thinking has hardly begun. But he has cer- 
tainly helped to clear the ground for fruitful and practical discus- 
sion, and his book may be heartily recommended as an unusually 
trustworthy, if somewhat elementary, introduction to the subject. 
It should be noticed that Mr. Gonner (in accord with the modern 
conception) treats socialism throughout as a method of business or 
system of production ; his point of view, therefore, is exclusively, 
perhaps too exclusively, economic. But the effectiveness of Mr. 
Gonner's treatment gains more than it loses by this limitation. 

Sidney Ball. 

St. John's College, Oxford. 

Ippolito Taine. By Professor Giacomo Barzellotti. Rome : 
Loescher & Co., 1895. 8vo. Pp. xxi., 405. 

This book belongs to the sphere of literature and aesthetics 
rather than to that of ethics, and therefore can hardly claim a 
lengthy review in this Journal. As a presentation of the activity 
of a litterateur and critic who exerted a profound, if not a lasting, 
influence on the thought of Europe, it deserves hearty commenda- 
tion, being throughout marked by judicial fairness and an absence 
of hero-worship. All the works of Taine, witnesses to his many- 
sided interest and study, are passed in review, their principles pre- 
sented, and their merits and defects placed side by side, with im- 
partial hand. This is done so well that the result is not altogether 
what the writer seems to think he has produced. Taine does not 
come before us as a great or as an original man. Rather he is an 
able, even brilliant, doctrinaire, combining the mathematical mind 
of the Frenchman with the evolutional idealism of the German, 



